Wagener Terrace Neighborhood Association
April 19, 2021
Minutes
[Virtual Meeting via Google Meet]
WTNA website address:  www.wagenerterrace.org

Meeting was called to order @ 7:00 p.m. by President Amanda Gurski.   She asked any first time or non-resident guests to identify themselves.  Graham Miller of 67 Devereaux Avenue and Barbara Dilligard of 33 Devereaux Avenue were recognized.

 REPORTS

Minutes:
The minutes of the March 15, 2021 meeting, having been posted in draft form on the WTNA website for the last month, were approved as posted.  The motion was made by Gail Thomas, seconded by Anna Turner, and passed unanimously.

Financials:
Treasurer Gail Thomas reported a checking account balance of $10,479.17 and a savings account balance of $22,505.50 [$17,500 on reserve for oyster roast in 2022].  Treasurer Thomas reported recent expenditures and receipts.

	PRESENTATIONS
1. Charleston Water System’s Grove and Wagener Project Overview.  Staff of the Charleston Water System (CWS) presented details about an upcoming project to replace water mains on Grove, Wagener, and Laurens Streets, some of which were installed in 1900.  Mr. Bob Freeman, Project Engineer for CWS, Mr. Chris Troutman, Asst. Director of Engineering and Construction, CWS, and Laura Clifton, Communications Coordinator, CWS, were involved in the presentation.  Project activity is projected to begin in the summer 2021 which will proceed one block at a time.  There may be disruptions in water service to homeowners because of “water main shuts” lasting 4 to 6 hours and brief unexpected outages.  There may be some impacts on on-street parking and will involve some street pavement resurfacing.  Some driveways may be inaccessible for a time, requiring that the vehicles will need to be relocated for a period of time.  There will be circulars distributed to homeowners as the work proceeds from block to block advising of projected construction impacts.  If any service lines to individual homes contain lead, the affected homeowners will be notified.  It is anticipated that project activity will last one year.  WT residents are encouraged to call Charleston Water System with any concerns.  Tom Smith, 308 Grove Street, asked if the replacement would cause significant damage to tree roots that are growing in the “devil’s strip” (i.e., the space between the sidewalks and street).  The presenters noted that every effort will be made to work around the trees when necessary, noting that most of the lines are buried under the roadbed. There were no more questions, and President Gurski thanked the presenters.
2. Demolition Request to BAR for 35 Devereaux Avenue.   President Gurski recognized Ms. Heather Wilson, architect for the Hastings family who are seeking the demolition of the current home at 35 Devereaux to build a new house structure.  Ms. Wilson gave a PowerPoint presentation including photographs of the water damage to the current structure, elevation graphics to show vulnerabilities of the current home to flooding, and detailed drawings of the proposed home replacement to address structural deficiencies.  The site has an “X” flood rating in the latest FEMA maps.  Ms. Wilson explained the interest of the Hastings family to have a second story for bedrooms in the new house plans, and to increase the elevation of the proposed structure without negatively impacting neighboring homeowners’ drainage.  The next door neighbor, Barbara Dilligard, expressed concerns about demolition debris impinging on her property, having had a bad experience with the same following Hurricane Hugo.  She expressed relief that the drawings of the proposed new structure looked better than she imagined.  Mr. Graham Miller of 67 Devereaux asserted that 35 Devereaux was “savable” based upon his own experience in renovating his home which he bought in 2016.  He noted that the architectural style of the few single story homes in the immediate area of Devereaux was unique in Charleston and should be saved.  He noted that 35 Devereaux has been the home of Tobias Gadsden and that the original architect was African American contractor DeCosta.  Jarett Nicholson noted that we should “keep all the houses we can.”  A motion was made by Graham Miller to issue a letter from the WTNA to the BAR of non-support for demolition of 35 Devereaux.  It was seconded by Nancy Wilson.  President Gurski called for a vote of WTNA members and the motion passed.
3. Demolition Request to BAR for 974 Ashley.    Mr. Gene Plyler, owner of 974 Ashley Ave, gave a history of the structure which dates to 1930.  There were many structural deficiencies noted for the building which sits back on the lot.  It is a small, two story structure, and Mr. Plyler reported that the City of Charleston told him years ago that it was not possible to add on to the structure.   Neighbors were supportive of his plan to build a new home for himself on the site and demolish the old structure.  Mr. Plyler said the front of the new structure will be brought forward to align with that of neighboring homes.  Following more discussion, Gail Thomas made a motion to provide a letter of support from the WTNA to the BAR to demolish the structure at 974 Ashly Ave.  Jarett Nicholson seconded the motion.  President Gurski called for a vote and the motion was approved.
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Announcements.  President Gurski asked if there were city councilmen, police or other officials in attendance.  There were none.  She announced that the home of Chad and Joan McDonald at 188 St. Margaret Street has been selected as Yard of the Month, and she urged members to see the springtime flowers that were in evidence in the yard.
The President asked if there was any new business from the members.  Hearing none, she asked for a motion to adjourn.  Gail Thomas made the motion, Jarett Nicholson seconded, and it passed.    
The next WTNA Meeting will be May 17, 2021 at 7:00 pm.  An email announcement and phone call will be made regarding format of the meeting.
Handy Contacts:
WTNACharleston@gmail.com				Tree Program:  Anna McAllister
www.wagenerterrace.org				843-814-5553 or annamcallister@aol.com
Police Dispatch (non-emergency) 843-743-7200     	 www.crimeweb.net
Lowndes Grove MOD  843-708-4314  			Code/Livability  843-805-3226
Councilman Gregorie  843-327-7900  (Mona Lisa)	Councilman Sakran (District 3) 843-819-0507
Councilman Gregorie’s personal # 843-819-6619	
City of Charleston Citizen Services Desk		    	 
       843-724-7311

BOD:  Amanda Gurski, Petar Lemajic, Mike Turner, Gail Thomas, Jeanie Knowlton, Susan Cale, Nancy Wilson and Anna Turner

Completed:  April 22, 2021
